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Honored guests, colleagues, students, citizens 

Allow me to give this address to the students in particular.
A warm welcome to studies in Molde and Kristiansund. 
I am sure many of you have visited a public beach this summer. I have, although it is not my favorite summer occupation. 
But when you are first there, one of the things you can do is observing people. I usually do. It is a good place to study people, for different reasons:
You wear sun dark sunglasses and can almost stare at people, but they cannot be sure whether you are staring at them or reading your book or closing your eyes because they do not see your eyes behind the dark glasses. 
Also, at a crowded beach, people are very close, yet they, or we, are self-organized. There are individuals on their own mat or towel, couples together, friends chatting, and small and big families gathered on a few square meters of sand, exposing a bit of family relations. You can tell who belongs to the different categories even though there is no one that is organizing or managing the crowd. 
Then of course, people are naked, or close to, depending on the beach, but there is not much that is hidden. There are men and women, kids and parents, old people, and teenagers, small and tall, big and tiny, and medium of course, long legs, short legs, big bellies, and small ones, tanned bodies, and pink bodies, sun burned bodies, and tattooed bodies and clean bodies, people sleeping in the sun, and people sleeping under parasols or under shelters, playful energetic people and lazy ones, some are playing, some are reading, or listening to music, or doing Sudoku, or taking pictures. Many are plunging themselves in the sea, of course. And there are some that are observing 
Today, perhaps much more than before, there is a pressure to standardize, not the least in the ways we look. And this pertains to the young in particular.  At the beach you can easily see that people are not standard. Variety is what meets the eye!

But despite all the variety a lot is hidden. Peoples’ life histories, hopes, ambitions, experiences, attitudes, beliefs, their capabilities, character, capacities, and talent. 
You can speculate about it, which can be exciting, but from the mere observation of people, there is not much you can conclude when it comes to these inner qualities. 
Can you imagine how much you cannot see on a busy beach? 
Despite all you can observe, there is so much that is not exposed. Despite what you can see, it is only a tiny little bit of people’s lives. And probably the least important! 
When I see all of you in front of me today, I know that you too as a crowd are marked by an enormous diversity of unique people. In appearance, the way you look, yes, but even more in terms of hopes and gifts and capability. 
And it is primarily the unseen or invisible of human life that we as an academic institution can help you develop. You have entrusted your intellectual talent and capability to the university college, to the faculty, the teachers, the administration and the support staff at Molde University College. But also to the student community. And to the rich town communities of Kristiansund and Molde and the surroundings. Rich in culture, business, and community life and outdoor activities. 
Within the limits of what we can provide we are keen to help you develop your intellectual gifts, to create an environment of good experiences, of learning and of personal development. You are going to experience a lot that you did not anticipate, and you are going to grow in your personal life in ways you do not anticipate today. My hope is that one day you can say: Molde University College was one of the best choices of my life.
We will demand a lot more from you than the beach management does, but we will do what we can to create – or co-create, because we have to do it together – good experiences and good memories, develop your intellect and prepare you for working life. Going to university is not beach life, but there is no reason it should not be a good life. The responsibility is ours - and yours.
Finally, an important add-on. I have been talking to you as a unique person. Remember that you have unique fellow students. Remember to support each other, to engage in student life and in the welfare of all your buddies. Be an inclusive person! Be an emphatic person! Be a reliable friend! 
Thank you for choosing Molde University College, and my best wishes for the coming year. 
